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First Start Partnerships for Children and Families has been offering high quality early childhood programs
since 1965. First Start was known as Franklin County Head Start until February 1, 2019. Our commmunity’s
needs have changed over the past sixty years. More families qualify for high quality early childhood services,
with almost 70% of Franklin County’s families qualifying for a free preschool option through federal and state
funds. Most of those families were working outside the home - both mothers and fathers in dual income
households, and of course single parents need to work to support themselves and their families. 

Some families, like my son, Nick, have parents who can retire early to provide that care while families work.
My husband, Kevin, gave up a well-paying federal service job when we discovered the scarcity of high quality
early childhood programs in the area. Nick’s wife, Megan, was blessed with a mother, Patty, who was able to
reduce her work hours at her hair salon, Snips Hair Studio in Waynesboro.  Our grandchildren still attend
preschool, but do not need a full day option due to our family’s ability to care for them.

Too many families do not have that option, and must turn to trusted early childhood educators to not only
teach their children the social, emotional, physical and cognitive skills to be successful in school and in life,
but to also care for their children while they work.

First Start responded to our community needs by piloting full day preschool services, growing the availability
each year with multiple funding streams. We also developed a Family Center to educate our community’s
families about the importance of children’s healthy brain development in the years before kindergarten.

None of this would have been possible without our teachers, and their willingness to learn more about
children’s developmental needs, family partnerships, and school expectations for kindergarten readiness.

To support each of our teacher’s growth and learning, we partner with the Early Childhood Education (ECE)
Professional Development Organization (PDO) at the PA State System of Higher Education (PASSHE), managed
by Shippensburg University. 

We piloted a PA Registered Early Childhood Registered Apprenticeship Program with Shippensburg University
in 2019, and it has expanded to multiple professional development options for early childhood educators in
high schools, early childhood programs, and colleges and universities. In each program, students study while
working in early childhood programs, earning income and college credits within a supportive community of
practice.

First Start is now the Early Childhood Registered Apprenticeship Intermediary Hub for the south-central
region, not just Franklin County. First Start created a future for so many of our families - including our own
teachers. In the first five years of First Start’s life, we created a new vision for high quality early childhood
experiences. And we could not have done it without YOU - our families, schools, communities and staff
members - who partner in service to our future generation- our babies.

In partnership,
Annette 
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