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Dear First Start Partnerships Families,

Spring has finally arrived! With spring comes the National Association for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC)'s Week of the Young Child. Our children, families and staff
celebrated last week with music and art activities, healthy foods, working together fun with
Kindergarten classes, and even a Family dinner/dance at our Mt. Vernon Terrace location.
The week ended with our annual Fishing Derby for more than 200 people. Thanks for
joining us in celebrating!

In May, please join us in celebrating Teacher Appreciation Week, May 6-10. You can show
your teachers your appreciation with a simple hand-made card from your child. You all
know how hard our teachers work to ensure each child arrives ready for kindergarten.
Here's your opportunity to say thank you!

Enjoy your spring break with your children and the Easter holiday!

Yours,

Annette Searfoss, Ph.D.
President & CEO

A new Policy Council is being formed for Head Start and Early Head Start families. Families
in Pre-K Counts funded classrooms are forming a new group as well. Thank you to Sandy

Pardun, out-going Policy Council President, and Heidi Calhoun, out-going Vice President &
Secretary, for their leadership in this transition.

New officers and meeting schedules will be announced soon!



Preschoolers celebratePreschoolers celebrate
Week of the Young ChildWeek of the Young Child

WAYNESBORO — A classroom of preschoolers discovered Tuesday morning that bunnies are
pretty tasty to eat — especially when they are made out of pancakes, bananas, blueberries
and whipped cream. The breakfast activity at Early Head Start at Faith United Methodist
Church was part of a week-long celebration of The Week of the Young Child. Read more....

Mowrey Elementary School Pre-K students
Sylvia Stouffer and Jaxon Rodgers paint
Michelangelo-style Thursday. The students
were celebrating Artsy Thursday as part of The
Week of the Yong Child.

Learn and Play Day!
Thanks to all who came out to the Learn and
Play Day held on Saturday, March 30, 2019.

There were many things for all to see and
do! Special thanks to all our First Start

Partnerships families and children who came
and had fun learning! Our table had fine

motor and sensory activities for the children
to enjoy!

A special SHOUT OUT to those who manned
our table for the event: Adrienne Wachter
(Policy Council Member), Amy Pinkerton,

Courtney Miller, Jeanne Shultz, Nicole
Nicolson, Paula Good and Pat Cambri. We

are looking forward to next year!!

https://www.therecordherald.com/news/20190411/preschoolers-celebrate-week-of-young-child?fbclid=IwAR0SiT8holWtjESf1XeXOw0sP8XUSihaqAPRKU9ueJOJnfrF5URCdrKIlGo


Focus on St. John’s Cluster
 
St. John’s Cluster’s Parent Committee is finishing their year on top! Here’s what
they have to say:
 
Family Participation
Family involvement has fluctuated throughout the year with the past two months
seeing steadily increasing numbers! One of our approaches to encouraging family
involvement has been to combine the parent meetings with other classroom
activities. Meeting topics have been chosen based on family needs, questions
from prior meetings, or a particular theme for the month. We often discuss
classroom happenings and preview what we’ll be doing for the next month.
 
Community Connections
 We were able to connect with a local tax consultant in addition to offering our
families donated clothing!
 
A Challenge
The main challenge we’ve faced this year is attendance. However, we plan to
continue to reach out to all parents to encourage involvement!
 
A Success
We’ve had many successes this year, one being our Christmas event in which
families from all three classrooms participated in planned activities! Other
successes include positive results from strategies implemented to increase
meeting attendance. We’ve also been encouraged to see how much the parents
care about First Start Partnerships as a whole! In addition, parents expressed that



they love that their voice can be heard and their opinions are incorporated into the
classroom setting. They also appreciate the great staff support and many volunteer
opportunities that allow them extra time to connect with their children!
 
 
 



Top 4 Things Parents Need to Know aboutTop 4 Things Parents Need to Know about
MeaslesMeasles

You may be hearing a lot about measles lately. And all of this news on TV, social media,
Internet, newspapers and magazines may leave you wondering what you as a parent really
need to know about this disease. CDC has put together a list of the most important facts
about measles for parents like you. Read more....

Parent to ParentParent to Parent

This resource matches parents and family members of children and adults with special needs
or disabilities together on a one-to-one basis, according to conditions or concerns. These
issues can be but are not limited to: physical disabilities, developmental disabilities, special
health care needs, behavioral /mental health concerns, foster care or adoption, educational
issues Volunteer Peer Supporters (family members who have lived experience) offer emotional
support and share information by phone with you. They have personal experience with
similar situations as you and can be someone who listens to you without judgement.

This is a free and confidential serv ice!This is a free and confidential serv ice!
Here is how you can access their program and be matched with a volunteer.
-call 1-888-727-2706, or
-go to www.parenttoparent.org and click on Matches and fill out the "Get Matched" form
-A Parent to Parent of PA Regional Coordinator will contact you to obtain more information
about making the best match possible. 

A quote from their Handbook states:  "Lack of a perfect match should not stop you from
making a match. It is more important that parents seeking support be in touch with other
parents than not in touch at all."

LOCAL PLAYGROUPLOCAL PLAYGROUP

There is a Playgroup which supports families and children in the area and ALL are
welcome. Moms, dads and caregivers can support each other while their children play. There
are year round activities at different locations. Fun for all ages! There are no membership fees.
Some events are free, some are pay your own way at others. Erin (the coordinator) says
during the school year they meet on Thursday and Saturday mornings and more often in
the summer months! Feel free to contact Erin !
Erin Betts is the coordinator. Erin can be reached at: 717-597-7572, or at ebetts@pa.net or
visit the Facebook page at: http://www.facebook.com/groups/168641103198620

Join Our Team

https://www.cdc.gov/measles/about/parents-top4.html
http://www.parenttoparent.org
mailto:ebetts@pa.net
http://www.facebook.com/groups/168641103198620
https://firststartpartnerships.org/get-involved/join-our-team/


What Are theWhat Are the
Benefits ofBenefits of
Hugging?Hugging?

We hug others when we’re excited, happy, sad, or trying to comfort. Hugging, it seems, is
universally comforting. It makes us feel good. And it turns out that hugging is proven to
make us healthier and happier. According to scientists, the benefits of hugging go beyond
that warm feeling you get when you hold someone in your arms. Read more to find out how.

Winter/Spring 2019Winter/Spring 2019
A grief and loss support program for children, teens, and their families who are grieving the
death of a loved one. Drew's Hope is a free 7-session group that meets in both the Fall and
Winter/Spring. This Winter/Spring program will meet on every other Wednesday from Feb.6
- May 1, 2019 except for April dates of April 3 and 10 instead of April 17. Each session
includes dinner followed by separate support groups with activities/play centers, therapy dog
visits, grief education and discussion for adults, teens, and children. Pre-registration is
required. Please contact Marcie Taylor of the Drew Michael Taylor Foundation at (717) 532-
8922 or drewmichaeltaylor@pa.net.

April 19 - 23 No School;
Spring Break

https://www.healthline.com/health/hugging-benefits?utm_medium=email&utm_source=email-share&utm_campaign=social-sharebar-referred-desktop#1


We are a proud Keystone STARS Four Star Program, with funding from the Office of Head
Start, Pennsylvania's PreK Counts, and Franklin County United Way.

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Franklin-County-Head-Start/1512895258986592

