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Dear First Start Partnerships Families,

Spring is in the air! After a long, dark winter it is wonderful to get outside and enjoy the
longer evenings. This edition of Family Connections is packed with opportunities to get out
in the community with your children. Check them out below.

Spring is also the time we look at how we are doing and we want to hear from you. Head
Start and Early Head Start families are invited to come out and enjoy dinner, child care and
connections with other families on Monday, March 18th at 5:00 pm. We will be at two
locations - one at LifePoint Church in Chambersburg, and one in Mt. Vernon Terrace in
Waynesboro. Let your teachers know if you can come!

Thank you for trusting us to give your child the start he or she needs for kindergarten
success.

Yours,

Annette Searfoss, Ph.D.
President & CEO

NOW is Head Start program planning time!
Please send your ideas to improve Head Start to fchs.policy.council@gmail.com.   

At Head Start, parents help shape our program s.  That's what Head Start Policy  Council is all

about. Whether y ou giv e us suggestions or take a v oting seat at our table, Policy  Council wants to

hear from  YOU!  You can reach us through y our classroom  teacher or by  sending an em ail directly

to Policy  Council at fchs.policy .council@gm ail.com .

mailto:fchs.policy.council@gmail.com
mailto:fchs.policy.council@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/eJzFv_ZORlU
https://files.constantcontact.com/092f84b9601/e968e2ee-9cca-4095-b70a-e929daca8f7f.pdf
https://www.sccap.org/communityfilmnight
https://files.constantcontact.com/092f84b9601/51dcdb1e-dd33-4c61-8071-fdd38209c561.pdf


Calling all current Head Start and Early Head Start Families! Please join us and give us your
input on what we can do to serve you!

Get Back to Our Head Start Roots Family Event
March 18, 2019 5pm-7:30pm

Dinner will be served and childcare provided.

If your child attends one of our Pre-K Counts Classrooms we will have an opportunity for you
to provide input at a later date.



First Start Partnerships for Children and
Families was represented at the Waynesboro

Hospital Health Fair (from 7-11am) on
Saturday, March 2, 2019 by Adrienne

Wachter (Policy Council member) Annette
Artis (Family Advocate) and Caitlin Hock

(nurse). We spoke with 87 people who were
interested in early childhood education and

our services; 73 brochures were distributed;
58 eye screenings were conducted and 6
eye screening referrals for follow up were

made.



Focus on Buchanan, Chambers and New Franklin Cluster
 
Buchanan, Chambers and New Franklin Parent Committee Meetings are a
collaborative effort between parents and staff alike! Here’s what they have to say:
 
Family Participation
In order to maximize family involvement, teachers do face-to-face reminders of
upcoming meetings in addition to sending out flyers. Turnout has been great for
most months!
 
Community Connections
An exciting community connection that they’ve been able to tap into has been with
our local Fire Department conducting a Fire Safety Presentation with fire fighters in
full gear!  
 
Keys to Success? 
“Communication and enthusiasm,” says First Start Partnerships staff. 
“Our meetings are determined by discussions with each other of what we think will
be successful and meaningful for our families, and also feedback and ideas from
our families.” 
 
One staff member shared that she believes enthusiasm has made a difference in
attendance! She also quipped that it helps to have kid-focused activities so that
they will tell the parents to come!
 
Challenges
In addition to the challenge of inclement weather this program year, staff has
needed to regularly determine the best meeting location and time convenient for
families in all three classrooms! “We try to find the best that works for most of our
families.”
So far, they’ve been able to successfully work through this problem.



PA 211
PA211 is a statewide collaborative for health and human service information for

Pennsylvanians. This easy-to-remember 2-1-1 phone number will link PA residents with
human services throughout Pennsylvania. Click here.

Freedom From Smoking sessionsFreedom From Smoking sessions

Healthy Communities Partnership will host the American Lung Association's
Freedom From Smoking program in the following locations:

Waynesboro: Waynesboro Hospital - March 18 at 6:30pm;Waynesboro: Waynesboro Hospital - March 18 at 6:30pm;
Classes meet Mondays through May 6.Classes meet Mondays through May 6.

Chambersburg: Chambersburg YMCA- March 19 6:30pm - 8pm;Chambersburg: Chambersburg YMCA- March 19 6:30pm - 8pm;
Classes meet Tuesdays through May 7.Classes meet Tuesdays through May 7.

Registration is free, participants receive tools, guidance and nicotine
replacements while working with a trained cessation facilitator through their quit
journey. Participants will spend time talking about tobacco dependence, planning

their quit and supporting one another through the quit process.  
Registration can be completed at www.hcpfranklinpa.org/FFS.html

or by calling (717) 264-1470 x 109 

https://pa211.communityos.org/cms/
http://www.hcpfranklinpa.org/FFS.html










Join Our Team

With so much emphasis today on preparing children for school,
parents are eager to know how they can help their young children

learn. Read More...

https://firststartpartnerships.org/get-involved/join-our-team/
https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/221-getting-ready-for-school-begins-at-birth


The year between age 2 and age 3 is an exciting one. Toddlers are
realizing that they are separate individuals from their parents and
caregivers. This means that they are driven to assert themselves,
to communicate their likes and dislikes, and to act independently
(as much as they can!). Toddlers are also developing the language
skills that help them express their ideas, wants, and needs. Read
More....

March 18 - Staff In-Service Day; No school
for students

https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/326-toddlers-and-challenging-behavior-why-they-do-it-and-how-to-respond


We are a proud Keystone STARS Four Star Program, with funding from the Office of Head
Start, Pennsylvania's PreK Counts, and Franklin County United Way.

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Franklin-County-Head-Start/1512895258986592

